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be associated with other churches, and denied the validity of
the grant of Indian lands to the company, holding that a
settler was morally bound to pay the Indians for the land he
occupied. For these and other unpopular opinions, he was
expelled from Massachusetts. Acts of intolerance of this kind
led to the founding of Rhode Island and, largely, of New Hamp-
shire and Connecticut.
Williams, on his banishment, went to Narragansett Bay and
established Providence (Rhode Island). He bought land from
the Indians and set up a free commonwealth based on a com-
pact, which confined the majority's power of making laws to
'civil things5, thus averting religious persecution. Other towns
were founded, and remained little independent states until
1643, when the Long Parliament joined three of them together
—a fourth was added in 1647.
Connecticut was settled by men coming from a variety of
homes. The Pilgrims sent exploring and trading expeditions
thither, and purchased lands of the Mohicans, whose chief,
tineas, is well known in story. Massachusetts also contributed
her quota of early arrivals, and the Council of New England
made a grant of territory to Lord Brooke, in consequence of
which New Haven was established. In 1635-6 some dissidents
from Massachusetts came and began other townships. Thus
there originated a number of tiny states, each independent of
its neighbours.
The need of unity in the face of the dangers threatened by
possible wars with the Indians, the Dutch in New Netherland
(later New York), and the French in Canada, was responsible
for what is usually called the New England Confederation. In
1643 delegates from Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Haven,
and Plymouth met to frame articles of union—neither Maine
nor Rhode Island was represented. According to the articles
of confederation, the constituent colonies entered into a firm
and perpetual league of friendship and amity for offence and
defence, for propagating the gospel, and for farthering mutual
safety and welfare. There was to be no interference in the inter-
nal affairs of each colony. To administer the common interests,
eight commissioners were to be appointed annually—two from
each colony—of whom at least six must act together before
business could be transacted. Among the powers delegated to
the commissioners was authority to decide questions of war or

